Chemoattractant receptors.
One of the first responses in the inflammatory process is the migration of cells along gradients of specific chemical signals, the chemotactic factors. Chemotactic factors are referred to as ligands that bind to structurally specific cell surface receptors. Binding of the ligand to its receptor initiates a series of coordinated events leading to cell migration, adhesion, and activation. This review describes recent advances in structure-function relationships of chemotactic factor receptors on human leukocytes as well as potential areas for pharmacological intervention.